November 18, 2005

we not allow that wall to be resur-
rected because the truth is, we owe it
to the American people and we owe it
to those whose lives will literally be
lost unless we do our job and reauthor-
ize the PATRIOT Act before provisions
of that act expire on December 31, 2005.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
DEMINT). Under the previous order,
the Senate having received a con-
ference report on H.R. 2528, that report
is considered agreed to and the motion
to reconsider that act is laid on the
table.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, at this
time, under the regular order and a
unanimous consent request, the distin-
guished Senator from Ohio was to be
recognized. He has acquiesced in my
behalf that I may be recognized for 15
minutes. I ask unanimous consent that
I may speak as in morning business for
15 minutes, to be followed by the Sen-
ator from Ohio, and that the Senator
from Colorado will be recognized after
the Senator from Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. ROBERTS per-
taining to the introduction of S. Res.
329 are located in today’s RECORD under
‘“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized.

Mr. DEWINE. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. DEWINE per-
taining to the submission of S. Res. 321
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Submission of Concurrent and Senate
Resolutions.”)

——

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

ARMY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS HARRISON J.
MEYER

Mr. DeWINE. Mr. President, I rise
this evening on the floor of the U.S.
Senate to pay tribute to a brave, young
Ohioan, who lost his life while serving
in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Army Pri-
vate First Class Harrison J. Meyer, a
combat medic from Worthington, OH,
was killed on November 26, 2004, while
attempting to rescue a wounded com-
rade during a firefight. Born on Vet-
erans Day—November 11, 1984—he was
barely 20 years old at the time of his
death.

When I think about the sacrifices of
our men and women in uniform, I am
reminded of something President Ron-
ald Reagan said about the strength of
the American people. He said this:

Putting people first has always been Amer-
ica’s secret weapon. It’s the way we’ve kept
the spirit of our revolutions alive—a spirit
that drives us to dream and dare, and take
risks for the greater good.

Harrison Meyer was always taking
risks for the greater good—always put-
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ting others first and selflessly giving of
himself for his fellow man. According
to Medical Platoon Sergeant Randolph
L. Nutt:

[Private First Class Meyer] fully knew
what the dangers were and willingly accept-
ed them as a risk to save others’ lives. He
made the ultimate sacrifice so that others
may live. Six other soldiers are still alive di-
rectly due to his actions.

Indeed, Mr. President, Harrison
Meyer—Harry to his friends and fam-
ily—embodied the true American spirit
that President Reagan described.

Harry grew up in Worthington and at-
tended Thomas Worthington High School. He
graduated in 2003. While in high school,
Harry belonged to the track team for 3
years. He competed as a pole-vaulter. Andy
Cox, a U.S. history teacher and track coach
at Thomas Worthington, remembers Harry
as a ‘‘teddy bear who made everybody laugh.
He was a real team player—always wanting
to help people.” Coach Cox went on to say
that ‘“Harry was the kid who was trying to
make all the other kids relax, feel good
about competing.”

Harry often brought homemade
treats to the track meets for the entire
team. Coach Cox emphasized the popu-
larity of his cheesecake. As he affec-
tionately recalls, ‘‘[Harry] was a great
cook!”

Hary did not join the track team dur-
ing his senior year because he wanted
to focus his attention on his upcoming
military career. Still, however, he at-
tended all of the school’s track meets,
and, according to Coach Cox ‘‘he’d al-
ways bring something homemade for
the team.”

Harry was also a member of the
school’s choir, and for four summers,
Harry worked at the Worthington mu-
nicipal pool doing various jobs, includ-
ing serving as a lifeguard.

According to his mother, Harry was
deeply affected by the September 11th
terrorist attacks. He enlisted in the
Army’s pre-graduation program, and
shortly after his high school gradua-
tion, he was inducted. He was stationed
in Korea and assigned to Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 1lst Bat-
talion, 503rd Infantry Regiment, 2nd
Infantry Division, Camp Howze, before
leaving in August 2004, for Iraq. His
mom said that Harry’s selflessness was
one of the reasons he decided to be-
come a medic after joining the Army.

In fact, according to Chris Begin, a
good friend of Harry’s, Harry wanted to
go on to medical school after returning
from Iraq.

While in Iraq, Harry and his com-
rades faced danger daily. Harry’s mom
recalls that before he was killed, Harry
had treated a dozen seriously wounded
soldiers. She said that ‘‘he knew (insur-
gents) were targeting medics. He indi-
cated it was a very dangerous place.
“But, he always told me—‘Don’t worry,
Mom.’”’

The dangers became too grave on No-
vember 26, 2004 near Ar Ramadi. Harry
was killed the day after Thanksgiving,
while trying to pull a wounded com-
rade to safety during an insurgent at-
tack on his unit.
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At the services held in Harry’s honor
after his death, friends and family re-
called Harry’s heroism and generosity,
saying that the cause of his death re-
flected how he had lived. According to
his mom, ‘“‘Harry had always wanted to
help people. He didn’t think about his
own welfare. He’d give you anything he
had.”

I recently came across a touching re-
minder of Harry’s lasting impact on
others. It is a posting on an Internet
tribute for service members who have
been killed in either Operation Iraqi
Freedom or Operation Enduring Free-
dom. A friend of Harry’s—Pamela
Moorehead from Worthington—posted
the following email message:

Harry, I was thinking about you today. I'm
not sure what made me think of you. I think
I was just reminded by something someone
said. It’s September 26, 2005, so in one month
you will have been gone for a year. Everyone
still misses you. The memories from pole
vaulting with you and hanging out with you
and Brandon make me both happy and sad.
To your family—Harry is one of my heroes,
and we all still think about him. We miss
him and continue to keep him and all of you
in our thoughts and prayers.

Harrison Meyer was a kind soul, with
a warmth that touched many people.
My wife Fran and I keep Harry’s fam-
ily—his parents Deborah and William;
and his three sisters—Lynn, Bronwyn,
and Kelley, in our prayers.

I would like to conclude my remarks
with an excerpt from a poem titled
“American Hero, written by Harry’s
cousin Jordan Michael Meyer. The
poem is in remembrance of Harry:

He is out there on the front lines.

He knows the risk.

He knows the sacrifice.

He is going to put it all on the line and role
the dice.

The man is fighting for a better life.

The American soldier found his home after
this brutal fight.

Now looking down upon us he sets flight.

Always keeping us in sight.

He won’t stop protecting us, day and night.

He is an American soldier, brought up on
love, alone, feeling so far from home.

He hides his fear, doing anything to protect
those who are dear, knowing death is
near.

He is a young man taking upon the sacrifice
of a nation he holds dear.

Harrison Meyer held his Nation dear,
and we hold dear his memory. We will
never forget him.

MARINE CORPORAL NATHAN R. ANDERSON

Mr. DeWINE. Mr. President, while de-
ployed in Iraq, Marine Corporal Nathan
‘“Nate’” Anderson made sure to write
his family back home in Howard, OH,
as often as he could. After witnessing
the death of a good friend, Nate wrote
that ‘“‘the service of freedom demands
sacrifice.”” He tried to calm his fam-
ily’s fears as he continued, ‘“No wor-
ries. I will be fine wherever I end up. I
have the Lord on my side and guardian
angels on both shoulders. I am good to
g0.”

I rise today on the floor of the United
States Senate to pay tribute to this
brave Marine. With the Lord on his
side, Nate left this Earth on November
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